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Giving and Greed

Proverbs 11:24-25

John Newton, who wrote the hymn Amazing Grace, also wrote another hymn that includes these words: “Our pleasure and our duty, though opposite before, since we have seen his beauty, are joined to part no more”
Proverbs 11:24-25 one gives freely, yet grows all the richer; another withholds what he should give, and only suffers want. Whoever brings blessing will be enriched, and one who waters will himself be watered.
Giving and greed do not inhabit the same space

Giving and greed are antithetical, opposed
Wealth is like sex; both are a gift from God, but what we do with it isn’t always good

Ecclesiastes 5:19 everyone also to whom God has given wealth and possessions and power to enjoy them, and to accept his lot and rejoice in his toil – this is a gift of God.
Wealth has its limitations:

Wealth is a poor source of happiness

Proverbs 3:13-14 blessed is the one who finds wisdom and the one who gets understanding, for the gain from her is better than gain from silver, and her profit better than gold
Wealth is a source of temptation – primarily to make money our idol; our god

Proverbs 28:6 better is a poor man who walks in his integrity than a rich man who is crooked in his ways
1. Wealth can appear so attractive that that we come to believe it should be obtained at all costs

2. Wealth grants us a measure of independence and social power. Thus, we can be tempted to pride, self-indulgence and self-sufficiency. (Ironically, even pretending to be wealthy can lead to the same sin.) This is rebellion against God
Wealth is ultimately worthless. It’s only good for right now

Proverbs 11:4 riches do not profit in the day of wrath, but righteousness delivers from death

The truth is: most of us live “hand to mouth,” with nothing to show for our labors:


Experiences remain only as fading memories, while wanting the next one


Consumption ends up with everything being consumed, thus wanting more


Purchases quickly lose their luster and importance, so we want new things


And we live with financial pressures every day and every month
Proverbs 22:7 the rich rules over the poor, and the borrower is the slave of the lender
Wealth can cause us to make bad decisions, motivated by the desire to get rich quick, without careful planning, saving, or any denial of immediate pleasure

Proverbs 21:5 the plans of the diligent lead surely to abundance, but everyone who is hasty comes only to poverty
There is wisdom in financial diligence and restraint
We can call upon God to meet our needs. But He knows better than we that not all of our wants and desires are profitable

Proverbs 30:8-9 remove far from me falsehood and lying; give me neither poverty nor riches; feed me with the food that is needful for me, lest I be full and deny You and say, “Who is the Lord?” or lest I be poor and steal and profane the name of my God
But giving any of that away seems counter-intuitive. Giving grates against our desires for security and significance

We agree, the Bible teaches us to give; to “tithe”

Proverbs 3:9 honor the Lord with your wealth and with the first fruits of all your produce

“Tithing” in the 21st Century is probably best understood in terms of priority and sacrifice

Giving as priority means we view God as primary over our incoming wealth

Deuteronomy 26:8-10 and the Lord brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstreatched arm, with great deeds of terror, with signs and wonders. And he brought us into this place and gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey. And behold, now I bring the first of the fruit of the ground, which you, O Lord, have given me. And you shall set it down before the Lord your God and worship before the Lord your God

Honoring God with our “firstfruits” is an act of worship by which we offer thanks to God for our redemption – much like the people of Israel thanked God for rescuing them from Egypt and giving them the “Promise Land.” Giving tests our faith; not giving proves our lack of faith
When we tithe we are thanking God for our redemption – not just for his provision

If we give to thank God for his provision – then we are really only motivated to give after we think we’ve received “enough” from God already

Luke 15: 25-32 In talking to the Pharisees, Jesus taught that even in giving to meet the commandment, we can still be greedy.

It’s never the giving as much as it’s the motive behind the giving

What kept the older son from entering into the feast?


He had pride over his good deeds, instead of any remorse for his bad deeds

To be Christians we have to repent of the reasons we did anything right!
How can our own hearts be changed from fear of loss, and anger against God when we don’t think He’s given us enough, to a spirit of joyous response to our gratitude to God?


We each need to be moved by what it cost God to bring us home

Jesus, who had all the power in heaven and earth saw us enslaved by the very things we thought would make us free – so he emptied himself of his glory and became our servant and sacrifice.

That’s how God the Father welcomes us home.

It also shows that even the most religious people need the initiating grace of God; that religious people are just as lost – and there is hope, even for the Pharisees

People throughout the ages, especially in our own age have wanted to debate the validity of giving a “tithe” in our New Covenant economy, like somehow we are free from any bonds of the Old Covenant Law, and therefore we are no longer obligated to give.

The tithe means 10%, and they’re right – we are not limited to giving ten percent


In our New Covenant freedom we can give liberally above ten percent

People who fight against the concept of tithing do not do so because they feel limited by it.


Rather, it’s because they’re looking for a Biblical justification to support their selfish

 desire not to give at all

Giving as sacrifice means we give up something; we give at a loss

2 Samuel 24:24b I will not offer burnt offerings to the Lord my God that cost me nothing
This principle is also illustrated in the New Testament

Luke 21:1-4 Jesus looked up and saw the rich putting their gifts into the offering box, and he saw a poor widow put in two small copper coins. And he said, Truly, I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all of them. For they all contributed out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty put in all she had to live on
Our giving should include giving to the poor – to the under resourced

Proverbs 14:31 whoever oppresses a poor man insults his Maker, but he who is generous to the needy honors him

Meaning, we give to someone in a way that most assuredly will not result in any tangible gain for us in return
Sadly, we too often see ourselves as the “poor,” not having everything we need

And sadly, wants quickly become “needs” in our own minds, thus causing us to be stingy

And sadly still, stinginess is a clear evidence of unbelief in God ability to provide…or that our


“god” is really money and possessions and pleasurable experiences

Instead of owning anything, we are “stewards” of what God has entrusted to us


Some of which is given to us for our own needs, including future needs


Some of which is intended by God for us to distribute

This means we all need to learn to live within our means. Don’t pretend to be rich
Proverbs 13:7 one pretends to be rich, yet has nothing; another pretends to be poor, yet has great wealth

God doesn’t like pretenders


Pretending to be rich is born out of a desire for respect or attention


And this is why so many of us are in consumer debt over our ability to pay


We all have idols that we need to repent of:


The power idol


The approval idol


The comfort idol


The control idol
all of these can control our use or misuse of money

Don’t pretend to be poor


This is born out of dissatisfaction with God’s provision


Haggai 1:2-4 thus says the Lord of hosts: These people say the time has not yet come to

 rebuild the house of the Lord. Then the word of the Lord came by hand of Haggai the

prophet, Is it time for yourselves to dwell in your paneled houses, while this house lies in
ruins?
The people of Israel had been allowed back to their homeland from Persia to rebuild the

Temple, but after a long delay had not completed the work, for three reasons:


They did not want to work on the Temple while they were busy building their



own homes


They did not want to give the money necessary for the Temple reconstruction


They did not believe God would protect them from those enemies who did not



want to see the Temple rebuilt, and thus Israel be more secure

This discourse continues:

Haggai 1:5-6 now therefore, thus says the Lord of hosts: Consider your ways. You have

sown much, and harvested little. You eat, but you never have enough; you drink, but you

never have your fill. You clothe yourselves, but no one is warm. And he who earns wages

does so to put them into a bag with holes.
In other words, the people had put great effort into acquiring personal wealth, but had 


little or nothing to show for it

These people had become habitually dissatisfied with God

Haggai 1:9 you looked for much, and behold it came to little. And when you brought it

home, I blew it away. Why? declares the Lord of hosts. Because of my house that lies in

ruins, while each of you busies himself with his own house

Here, God is questioning our priorities: our idols, the things we want to make into “gods” 


to be worshipped

Money is not an idol as much as it can contribute to the idol worship of any or all of the


four idols I just mentioned (power, approval, comfort, control)
Seeing ourselves as “poor” is also seen in a decided lack of hospitality:


We don’t have people over to our homes, because we don’t want to pay for it


Yet, we don’t turn down the invitations of other, more generous and hospitable



people

(Have you noticed that almost all of our meetings and parties take place in only a couple


of our church homes?)
More often than not, we pretend to be both rich and poor at the same time


When it’s time to honor ourselves, we pretend to be richer than we are


When it’s time to honor God, we pretend to be poorer than we are

We need to repent of both

In the context of the Apostle Paul writing to the church in Corinth encouraging them to make good on their promised offerings, he said this in 2 Corinthians 8:9
For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich
As a church family we apparently have things to repent of:


After the first 3 weekends in January last year $13,712


January 2010 through last weekend $8,844 (a 36% drop)

The 16th century Reformer, Martin Luther, wrote this:
“We are saved by faith alone, but not by faith that remains alone”

Where our money goes is one clear sign of where our heart is; the evidence of what we really believe about God and his grace. A Christian, a Jesus-follower is someone who sees generosity as an act of thankful worship; not a chore, not an obligation or an option to undertake only if the feeling’s right or if it won’t affect our standard of living

What is the inheritance we leave behind when any of us leave this earth?


Things?


Vacations and pleasurable experiences?


Money in the bank? None of these forms of wealth are bad

But what do we leave behind that has lasting value?


Children who believe, because their parents believed in the sufficiency of Christ?


Souls who are now saved, and perhaps resulting in others being saved as well?

Charles Bridges wrote, “And if there is no earthly substance to leave; yet a church in the house; a family alter; the record of holy example and instruction; and above all, a storehouse of believing prayer laid up for accomplishment, when we shall be silent in the grave – will be an inheritance to our children of inestimable value”

It is our prayer, our labors and our acquired wealth that God uses as raw resources to create a legacy with any of our names attached.

And it is the same that God has given each of us to illustrate and evidence our devotion to Him.

John Newton’s friend, poet William Cowper wrote these words in one of his own hymns:

“To see the law of Christ fulfilled

And hear his pardoning voice,

Changes a slave into a child

And duty into choice”
