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Home and Family

Proverbs 14:11

Proverbs 14:11 the house of the wicked will be destroyed, but the tent of the upright will flourish
When you had kids, or when you think about having kids – what do you envision?


Miniature you’s? Mini me’s?


Children who would “rise up and call you blessed”?


Kids who would accomplish great things and make you look good?


Or by having kids you would be given keys to the cool parents’ club?

Or maybe you didn’t envision anything except, “Oh no! How did this happen? What do we do now?”

How then can we have homes and families that “flourish”?


And what does “flourish” even look like? What does it mean for our homes to flourish?



The word literally means “to bud or sprout”



Like a tree budding or sending its roots down deep



This word pictures growth, prosperity and stability

So what will contribute to seeing our homes and families “flourish”?


Be intentional as parents



We are the educators, the teachers, whether we know it or not



Our children are students, whether we realize it or not


Be proactive as educators, not limited to just reacting to attitudes and events


Being a parent is not about just “surviving” the tough years?



What years would you say are the easy one, by the way?


Being a parent, again, is to be an educator



Each grade the kid reaches is the next opportunity to educate further

Proverbs 22:6 train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart from it

What is it we are training? What is the goal? 

To see our children become wise as adults


“Training” takes on several, coordinated forms



We instruct toward good beliefs, choices and behaviors




We model our instruction




This is proactive parenting



We discipline away from poor choices and behaviors




This reactive parenting




Unfortunately for some, this is the full extent of their parenting



We model self-discipline

See all of Proverbs, the very structure and intent of the book, as being the instructions of a wise father to his son or daughter

Proverbs 4:1-6 hear, o sons, a father’s instruction, and be attentive, that you may gain insight, for I give you good precepts; do not forsake my teaching. When I was a son with my father, tender, the only one in the sight of my mother, he taught me and said to me, “Let your heart hold fast my words; keep my commandments, and live. Get wisdom; get insight; do not forget, and do not turn away from the words of my mouth. Do not forsake her, and she will keep you; love her, and she will guard you.”

The “father” is an earthly father…but speaking as our heavenly Father to us


Wisdom is given a feminine form…like a wife who is to be cherished and valued
But our kids will always retain more of what we really believe to be sound wisdom by watching us – and if that doesn’t scare you, you’re not afraid of anything!
Proverbs 20:7 the righteous who walks in his integrity – blessed are his children after him!

How we talk

What we choose to talk about

How we talk about other people and situations

How we choose to spend our time

How we spend our money, and what we spend our money on

How we go about our jobs and other responsibilities

And especially how we treat our spouses will have a large say in how our children turn out

Proverbs 29:15 the rod and reproof give wisdom; but a child left to himself brings shame to his mother
This is talking about discipline. And this is where we all fail as parents at some point; and some parents more than others. Why do parents fail at discipline?


-because yelling is the easiest thing to do; you don’t have to get off the couch



But the Bible calls this foolishness



Proverbs 29:11 a fool gives full vent to his spirit, but a wise man quietly



holds it back


This is the idol of power



In our sin we want to use our anger as a power tool

-because having to stop to discipline your child in public is inconvenient if not 



embarrassing 



This is the idol of approval



We want our kids to like us, affirm us

-because discipline requires hard, consistent work on the parents’ part. Parents too can
 get lazy.



This is the idol of comfort


But for discipline to be effective it has to be consistent



Otherwise, we just raise confused kids


-and because discipline can in fact be proactive; we can “plan ahead,” thus reducing



the poor reactions that all of us as sinners are so capable of



To do otherwise is bowing to the idol of control



Because we find ourselves as parents frustrated by our lack of control
In some cases, the child does not “turn out” as hoped for
Proverbs 17:21 he who sires a fool gets himself sorrow and the father of a fool has no joy

Proverbs 17:25 a foolish son is a grief to his father and bitterness to her who bore him
Why? (And this is a guarded response, because there is rarely one, identifiable reason)
Perhaps because we as parents did not set the example for our children to follow?

Proverbs 29:12 if a ruler listens to falsehood, all his officials will be wicked

We’re all capable of saying to our kids, “Do as I say; not as I do!”


And it doesn’t take long before we lose all credibility with our kids


Too many of us are guilty of using the excuse of how our own parents parented us,



without making any effort to emulate what they may have done right, and



disavowing what they didn’t do so right


We then find ourselves blaming our parents for our own children’s behaviors
Perhaps because we refused to consistently discipline our children toward godliness

Proverbs 29:15 the rod and reproof give wisdom, but a child left to himself brings shame to his mother

We let our kids off the hook too often, so they come to believe that to be the norm



instead of the exception


Or maybe we see forgiveness and discipline as being mutually-exclusive


Or maybe we didn’t put down clear boundaries and expectations



-because we ourselves rebel against boundaries and expectations
Perhaps because our child is hard-hearted, in spite of our own best efforts

Proverbs 15:5 a fool despises his father’s instruction, but whoever heeds reproof is prudent
Proverbs 20:20 if one curses his father or his mother, his lamp will be put out in utter darkness

But when a child grows up to be hard-hearted, against God, against you and/or against



any authorities in their lives – we have to look probably no farther than ourselves

Face it. Our kids will grow up to be more like you, than what you told them to be

Uggh!
Where is our hope?

The grace of God as ultimately expressed through Jesus Christ extends even to us as parents


God can undo our worst parenting crimes


God promises to, and does forgive when we humbly confess our sins


Be a parent who confesses his/her sins to God


And be a parent who admits when they were or are wrong – to your own children



That is one sure way you can model your faith to your kids

How should we view ourselves as parents in relating to God as our Father?


By not forgetting we are God’s children, adopted into his family in gracious love


God sent his Son to die in your place so you could be adopted as his son or daughter

What resources exist to help you be the parent you envision yourself being?


Take seriously the development of your own heart before God


Read every good book on parenting you can get your hands on


Investigate the ways of good parents. Go to school on good parents in our church



You will see humility



You will see intentionality



You will see parents who know how to pray, because they are desperate for God’s




intervention 



You will see parents who do not give up hope, but cling to Jesus


Date your kids, each individually. And date them regularly



This is especially vital for daddies. 




Sons need their Dad’s undivided attention and wise counsel. Sons need





Their Dad to teach them how to be a man




Daughters need their Dad to teach them what a good husband and father





look and acts like




All of our kids need to know their parents love them enough to pay





attention to them; to ask them questions, to listen to the answers,





and to give sound, Biblical wisdom


Our Women’s Ministry will be offering a parenting seminar 



Dive into it!



Don’t let your pride get in the way of learning how to be an effective parent



Otherwise, you’ll just go on doing your parenting the way you choose




But the rest of us will get to evaluate your work




And your children will prove your work later on
Whether you are hoping to be a parent some day,

or are new to this whole parenting thing, 

or have been at it for several years

or even if your kids are grown and out of the house

Decide what kind of parent you’re going to be in light of your heavenly Father who continues to be the best Father you or I will ever have.
